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ABSTRACT
Corruption, a pervasive issue in most countries, is a significant obstacle that demands
immediate and urgent resolution. Its detrimental effects on various societal aspects,
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of the problem. Moreover, corruption and dishonesty in government make citizens
skeptical about politics and less willing to participate in democratic governance.
Through a broad representative survey, this study empirically investigates how perceived
or experienced corruption influences citizen participation in political actions. The data
were analyzed using a quantitative structural equation modeling approach with
SmartPLS 4 after 388 Somalis in Mogadishu completed a structured questionnaire. Our
analysis of the study findings revealed that Somali citizens’ perceptions of corruption
among public officials are strongly and negatively related to their political participation;
in contrast, citizens’ report of having experienced corruption has a positive and
statistically significant correlation with their involvement in political processes.
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Introduction

Most countries are plagued with corruption, which is often regarded as one of the most detrimental
issues that still need to be resolved. Corrupt governments have a harmful influence on a wide variety of
different aspects of society. Some examples of these factors include the growth of the economy, the
level of trust between residents, and the rates of infant mortality. In addition to this, it makes economic
inequality and poverty worse, leads to a reduction in the amount of money spent on health and educa-
tion, stability, and investment, and leads to a decrease in the degree to which individuals are content
with democracy and trust in it (Salahuddin et al, 2020; Stockemer et al., 2013; Sundstrom &
Stockemer, 2015).

Corruption harms more than bribe-takers and givers (Neshkova & Kalesnikaite, 2019). Extensive schol-
ars (Bobonis et al., 2016; Caillier, 2010; Clausen et al., 2011) have widely confirmed these harms. Marchini
et al. (2020) conducted a study using financial data and tax rates in France, Germany, Italy, Spain, and
the UK. They found that corruption leads to instability and influences managerial decision-making within
parent company groupings. Justesen and Bjgrnskov (2014) used Afrobarometer survey data and multi-
level modeling to examine poverty and corruption in 18 African nations. They observed that low-income
people received essential services through bribery, which made them more corrupt. Corruption under-
mines trust in government, public institutions, and politics, with significant social consequences
(Giommoni, 2021).

In discussions concerning corruption worldwide, Somalia, which is situated in the Horn of Africa, is
regularly brought up. This is because the latest Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) study puts Somalia
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180th out of 180 nations with the maximum score of 10 out of 100, turning it into the world’s most
corrupt country (Ahmed et al,, 2023). Somalia has widespread petty and grand corruption in the most
important economic sectors, including ports, airports, the collection of taxes and customs, immigration
and telecommunications networks, and the administration of humanitarian resources. For example, based
on a report that the Public Finance Management Unit conducted in May of 2011, it was discovered that
there were significant discrepancies between the financial statements of the Transitional Federal
Government (TFG) for the years 2009 and 2010 and the actual income that was collected from both
internal and external platforms. According to the report, more than 72 million dollars in donor aid and
250 million in revenue were stolen between 2009 and 2010 (Chéne, 2012). On the other hand, according
to the complete Auditor General’s Office report, from 08 March 2018 to 19 April 2023, the Somali gov-
ernment’s central treasury embezzled $21 million. This improper usage occurred under the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs’ revenue collection and work permit issuance departments and the Ministry of
Finance, Central Bank, and Government Auditor’s Office’s immigration, accounting, and treasury manage-
ment departments (Abdigani, 2023).

Somali corruption stems from civil conflict, terrorism, and a protracted governmental vacuum (Chéne,
2012). More significantly, in politics, the central Bank faced heavy criticism in 2013 and 2014 when it was
revealed that 80% of state account withdrawals were taken by individuals rather than used to support
government operations or public services. These funds were used for personal gain and to secure polit-
ical support through corrupt practices and patronage networks. Local anti-corruption activists report that
civil servants and government security forces have not received payment since mid-2016 (Ronan, 2017).
Somali elections were also tense owing to corruption. Some participants alerted foreign monitors about
their vote-buying and offered payments. Prices for electoral college seats ranged from $1,000 to $20,000.
Spending so much was to bribe additional candidates. Individual candidates for members of parliament
spend over $100,000 to gain their clan’s seat, occasionally succeeding (Menkhaus, 2017). Corruption was
worsened by inadequate administrative, leadership, and payment systems. The federal government also
ignored the problem’s rapid pace. This administration is widely considered to be vast and corrupt by
Somalis. Subsequently, people lost faith in the government, as noted in Mishra and Abdullahi (2020)
study on corruption in Somalia, which also looked at citizen satisfaction, civil society engagement, and
democratic trust. They concluded that corruption severely reduced citizens’ contentment, faith in democ-
racy, and involvement in civil society.

Under democratic theory, corruption breaches the fiduciary responsibilities that the public places in
the hands of government officials and harms those obligations, weakening the credibility of the demo-
cratic process (Svolik, 2013). Morris and Klesner (2010) argue that the experience and perception of cor-
ruption diminish the public’s trust in national institutions. Significantly, corruption reduces spending on
health and education while escalating income inequality and poverty (Salahuddin et al., 2020). Due to
this inequality, the public’s trust in its national institutions tends to decrease, and poor people are less
inclined to participate in political activities (Solt, 2008). Although political participation can be under-
stood as the most common aspect of democratic government, its relationship with corrupt practices is
a topic that is frequently discussed in the literature. Over the last few decades, several comprehensive
studies (Kostadinova & Kmetty, 2019; Stockemer et al., 2013) have demonstrated that voters who believe
the political system is corrupt refrain from participating in elections. Additionally, Skolnik (2020) argues
that corruption undermines democratic values like accountability, responsiveness, and transparency,
which causes citizens to be excluded from politics. Zheng et al. (2017) used survey and experimental
data to evaluate the impact of corruption perception on political participation and life satisfaction. They
concluded that corruption perception has a negative connection with political involvement, but life con-
tentment weakens this link. This means citizens are only willing to participate in political actions if they
feel their government is honest and committed to corruption. Despite the extensive debate on this phe-
nomenon, more excellent studies are needed to understand fully how corruption affects political partic-
ipation. Considering that, to the best of the researcher’s knowledge, none has ever addressed this
phenomenon in Somalia, by addressing this gap, this study aims to examine the effect of corruption on
political participation in Somalia by looking into a variety of political activities, such as those conducted
through formal and informal institutions.
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The remaining parts of the study are arranged as follows: In the second part, the study addresses the
literature review, the formation of hypotheses, and the research methodology. Then, the study discusses
the findings, implications, and conclusion. The final point demonstrates the study’s limitations by sug-
gesting additional future research.

Literature review and hypothesis
Corruption

Corruption is a widespread issue that must be addressed in developing and developed countries. This phe-
nomenon occurs when a person’s authority is exploited to acquire private profit, which applies to public and
private settings (Neshkova & Kalesnikaite, 2019). There is a wide range of definitions of corruption across
different fields and techniques for addressing it. Many attempts have been made to define corruption, even
though reaching a consensus on a precise definition is impossible. However, the most frequently recognized
definition explains it as the misuse of public office to obtain private profit (Pozsgai Alvarez, 2015). Bribery,
conspiracy, theft, misappropriation of public finances, fraud, extortion, abuse of discretion, favoritism, clien-
telism, nepotism, the sale of government property by public officials, and patronage are all strategies that
fall under the category of corrupt strategies (Zheng, 2016). Winters et al. (2012) categorize corruption by
actors: politicians and bureaucrats. Politicians commit political corruption, whereas bureaucrats commit
bureaucratic corruption. A bureaucrat embezzles and steals public funds or sells government property. It
may use hidden networks with several participants or two-party transactions. The two are related because
elected authorities may request money from their assigned bureaucrats, who collect bribes from citizens.

Numerous studies (e.g. Avis et al., 2018; Bentzen, 2012) have shed light on the myriad adverse effects
of corruption. A country’s economy is one of the sectors most likely to be impacted. In addition to causing
governments to misallocate resources that could have been used more productively, corruption may also
result in the loss of considerable sums of revenue essential to the government’s operation. Zheng (2016)
viewed corruption as a disease and a destructive force that undermines society’s cultural, political, and
economic structure. It disrupts the functioning of essential systems and violates the core principles of
democracy, such as accountability, equality, and transparency. Corruption can damage public trust and
harm civil society partnerships (Seligson, 2006). Gillanders and Neselevska (2018) showed that experienc-
ing private-to-public bribery diminishes trust in large private firms, small businesses, and local traders. Liu
et al. (2019) found that high levels of corruption negatively impact entrepreneurial efforts. When corrup-
tion is present, it is more likely that citizens will receive ineffective delivery of what they are democratically
entitled to, such as various public services. This can undermine citizens’ satisfaction with the performance
of their political system. Corruption can even affect the very foundations of democracy, decreasing citizens’
trust in democratic institutions and their confidence in democracy’s capabilities. This process might cause
individuals to stop seeing elections as valuable expressions of democracy, making them think it's not
worth their time and effort (Stockemer, 2013). For example, a comparative study of electoral systems using
data from 26 nations at individual and national levels found that the perception of corruption negatively
affects voter participation (Dahlberg & Solevid, 2016). The World Bank has determined that corruption is a
global problem and the most significant barrier to economic and social development.

Recent estimates from the World Bank also suggested that bribes in the United States amount to more
than one trillion dollars per year. According to the African Union, the annual cost of corruption in Africa
is estimated to be 148 billion US dollars, equivalent to 25% of the continent’s gross domestic product
(Elbahnasawy & Revier, 2012). The 2022 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) shows that most countries
struggle to tackle corruption. The global average score has remained at 43 out of 100 for almost a decade.
More than two-thirds of nations received a score below 50, with 26 reaching record lows. Despite signif-
icant efforts, 155 countries have not substantially reduced corruption since 2012. Somalia ranked as the
most corrupt, with a score of 12, while Denmark was the least corrupt, with a score of 90.

Political participation

Participation in political processes is essential to democratic governance. Facilitating the collection of
opinions and support assists governments in finding solutions to challenges (Siebers et al., 2019). Many
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people find the concept of an isolated government that is entirely independent and lacks any form of
citizen engagement quite frightening. When viewed rationally, such forms of government are not some-
thing that anyone would respect or believe in Ahmed et al. (2023).

Numerous studies have paid significant attention to this idea (Hooghe & Marien, 2013; Shim & Park,
2016; Sun et al,, 2012). The term ‘political participation’ was defined by Lee and Schachter (2019) as an
activity that individuals engage in to exert influence on the government to have it act in a manner that
accommodates their desires. According to the argument presented by Wilkinson et al. (2019), citizens’
involvement in government is seen as a technique to raise the degree of public trust in government and
to educate people about government actions.

In addition, many studies have shown that individuals’ satisfaction with government participation is
crucial in determining their level of trust in the government. For example, a survey experiment in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, showed that providing citizens with accurate information about public engagement in
government impacted their perception of political trust and the effectiveness of their administration
(Ardanaz et al., 2023). Hu et al. (2015) demonstrated that increasing the number of people participating
in local elections and creating a more profound sense of social justice are realistic possibilities for
expanding the public’s perception of the government’s trustworthiness. According to the findings of
research by Fennema and Tillie (1999), there is a substantial association between the amount of political
trust and the level of involvement of citizens in Amsterdam, who may be classified into various ethnic
groups. Lastly, Holum (2023) contends that political participation leads to high-quality services, more
excellent ethical conduct, improved performance and accountability, and higher perceived
responsiveness.

Theoretical background

The study has considered the prevalence of corrupt practices among officials working for local govern-
ment administration officials in Mogadishu, Somalia. These practices included the conduct of elections
and other services that were provided to citizens. Thus, the principal-agent theory has been employed
in our work. The principal-agent theory addresses a type of social relationship called delegation, which
involves a resource exchange between two agents (Dietmar & David, 2003). This theory is popular with
economists and political scientists (Miller, 2005; Zhang, 1998). Its application to model corruption is
acknowledged (Groenendijk, 1997; Srivastava et al., 2016). Several scholars have primarily relied on the
principal-agent theory to shed light on the repercussions of corruption; for example, Mishra and Abdullahi
(2020) using the principal-agent model of corruption revealed that citizens’ contentment, faith in democ-
racy and participation in civil society were all significantly impacted negatively by corruption. By accept-
ing the principal-supervisor-agent model, Brandt and Svendsen (2013) argue that corruption is more
common when the client expects more from the agent after the bribe than the principal expects from
the supervisor after the truth-telling. Essentially, this theory highlights the work of three parties: the
principal, the agent, and the client. The (principal) is the government, and the (agents) are the public
officials with self-interests who serve the (clients) who are the citizens (Khan & Krishnan, 2019).

Given the above, the principal-agent theory may lend credence to our conceptual framework. The
current study takes the (Principals) as citizens who delegate authority to elected officials and govern-
ment representatives to act on their behalf and the (Agents) as politicians or government officials
entrusted with serving the public interest. Therefore, in the context of the impact of corruption on citi-
zen participation in local government, the authors can apply this theory to analyze how corruption may
affect citizens’ (Principals) participation in local government (Agents).

Relationship between corruption and political participation

As a problem that affects most countries, corruption is regarded as one of the most detrimental issues
that still needs to be remedied (Chang & Chu, 2006). Importantly, it is a pervasive phenomenon with
both large and complex ramifications from a political standpoint. Mainly because it causes citizens to be
excluded from the political arena by causing damage to essential aspects of democracy, such as trans-
parency, responsibility, and responsiveness. In places with corruption, voters lose the incentive to engage
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politically in such an atmosphere. The incumbents are less likely to gain re-election (Costas-Pérez
et al.,, 2012).

Regarding the influence that corruption has on political involvement, several in-depth studies (e.g.
Giommoni, 2021; Stockemer, 2013) have been carried out over the last several decades. Sundstrom and
Stockemer (2015) argue that people who see corruption as evidence that their leaders are untrustworthy
may be less likely to engage in government activities. This is because corruption sends the message to
these individuals that the government will not address their problems. Similarly, Kostadinova (2009) con-
tends that corruption in the democratic process is ‘sticky’ and difficult to remove from the system. This
notion damages voters’ trust in the democratic process. As a result, they are less inclined to engage in
the democratic process. Similarly, a study utilizing three distinct measures of corruption - the International
Country Risk Guide (ICRG), the World Bank, and Transparency International — across a broad sample of
presidential regimes found that only the ICRG measure of corruption has the predicted detrimental effect
on voter turnout (Stockemer, 2013).

Through his demonstration, Kostadinova (2009) illustrated that corruption fosters mistrust and cyni-
cism toward the incumbent and democracy, diminishing the motivation to vote. A multilevel model
alongside Afrobarometer survey data was used by Tambe and Monyake (2023) to analyze the impact of
corruption and clientelism on voter turnout in 34 African states. Furthermore, Simpser (2013), in analyz-
ing Mexican states, presented evidence of the detrimental impact that election tampering has on voter
participation. Jha (2023) attempted to examine the factors leading to voter apathy. His research revealed
that corruption weakens democracy by discouraging political participation among marginalized groups,
particularly the poor and women, thereby worsening economic and gender disparities. In the same vein,
Birch (2010) argues that corruption or suspicion of election fraud leads to a decline in voter participation.
Giommoni (2021) analyzed primary Italian press agency reports to measure daily and local corruption
exposure in Italian municipalities from 1999 to 2014, focusing on local elections. He found that increased
corruption exposure correlates with decreased voter turnout. Krawczyk et al. found data supporting this
idea in African countries. Data from the fourth round of the Afrobarometer survey conducted in Liberia
shows that residents who perceive their local government as more transparent are more likely to partic-
ipate in political activities at the regional level.

The measurement of corruption has been explained by several academics (Liu & Mikesell, 2014; Morris,
2008). However, the metrics most often used to measure corruption have always been subjective, based
on respondents’ perceptions of the prevalence of corruption or their own experiences with it (Mocan,
2008). According to the findings of a study conducted by AmericasBarometer on the emerging democ-
racies in Latin America, it was discovered that citizens’ willingness to engage in local administration has
a positive correlation with their personal experience of corruption, but not within the context of their
perception of corrupt behavior (Neshkova & Kalesnikaite, 2019). With the help of data from an exclusive
measure of perceived corruption in the electoral process, government services, and various control fac-
tors, it was proved that a decline in election participation directly results from perceptions of corruption
through data (Sundstrém & Stockemer, 2015). Unsurprisingly, these findings have prompted calls for
more research to be conducted in other nations to corroborate the outcomes of these studies. Taking
into consideration the theoretical considerations that provide evidence that corruption prevents citizens
from participating in the democratic process, this study hypothesizes that:

H, : The higher perceived corruption rate significantly negatively affects political participation.

H, : The higher experience with corruption rate significantly negatively affects political participation.

Methodology
Data

The study used quantitative cross-sectional surveying to gather the data. The quantitative method allows
researchers to measure variables objectively and rigorously, eliminating bias and ensuring reliable and
consistent results (Creswell & Creswell, 2017). People in Mogadishu, the capital city of Somalia, were
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given questionnaires to gather the required data. The survey was disseminated between October and
December 2023 in online Google document format through various channels from survey participants.
Online surveys are increasingly used in published studies due to their cost-effectiveness, ease of imple-
mentation, reduced transcription errors, and more straightforward data processing (Saleh & Bista, 2017).
The language spoken most frequently in the region translated each survey question to facilitate compre-
hension. Participants were informed that their names and other identifying details would never be dis-
closed. The second author recorded verbal consent using audio devices to ensure that participants
understood essential information such as the survey’s benefits and risks, their voluntary involvement,
their right to refuse to answer any specific question, and their ability to leave at any time. Verbal consent
was chosen because it may be more accessible for people who struggle with literacy or language chal-
lenges. The survey included 500 volunteers, using the sample size guidelines outlined by Comrey and
Lee (2013), which provided a basic grading scale for factor analysis sample sizes: 100=poor, 200 =fair,
300=good, 500=very good, and 1,000 or more=excellent. Three hundred eighty-eight (388) responses
were accurately completed after 112 surveys were eliminated due to excessive blank reactions. This study
was conducted by the ethical standards set forth by the Centre for Research and Development of Ethics
Committee, affiliated with SIMAD University. Ethical approval was obtained before the commencement
of the study, ensuring adherence to guidelines for research involving human participants. The ethics
committee’s approval number for this study is EC000117.

Measurements of variables

The survey instrument consisted of nine items covering three different constructs: three on corruption
experience, two on perceptions of corruption, and four on citizen participation in political activities. The
instrument also included additional questions regarding the demographics of the respondents. Various
literary works were considered when formulating the question items. Three items were used to measure
the experience of corruption. The first and second items, adopted from Skolnik (2020) were: ‘According
to how people have experienced corruption, police officers have asked citizens for bribes in the past few
years’ and ‘Based on how people have met corruption in recent years, a soldier or military officer asked
for a bribe from civilians over the last in recent years. The third item, ‘To process any document (such as
a license, for example), Somalia is a country where local citizens pay money above that required by law,
was adopted from Neshkova and Kalesnikaite (2019). Two items adopted from Skolnik (2020) were used
to measure the perception of corruption, and these items are: ‘According to public perceptions of cor-
ruption, many public officials are involved’ and ‘Based on how people perceive corruption, many Somalian
politicians are involved in it. Four items taken from Skolnik (2020) were also used to measure public
participation in local governance. Items are: ‘Citizens participated in voting during the most recent pres-
idential election in Somalia; ‘Recent years have seen a rise in the attendance of citizens at town meetings
or city council meetings, ‘At a community meeting in recent years, citizens have participated in discus-
sions of a committee for a better community’ and ‘In recent years, citizens’ attendance at political meet-
ings held by political parties or organizations has risen’ Based on the Likert scale, all the questions
relevant to the constructs were close-ended and ranged from 1 (agree) to 5 (strongly disagree).
Participants were also asked to provide demographic information, including gender, age, marital status,
and educational background.

Analytical method

The authors of this study used structural equation modeling with SmartPLS4 to analyze the hypothe-
sized pathways. Structural equation modeling is a statistical method for investigating relationships
between one or more continuous or discrete independent variables and one or more continuous or
discrete dependent variables (Lee et al, 2011). This analysis included considering reliabilities, validities,
factor loadings, and other variables. Validity and reliability tests were carried out to evaluate the dis-
criminant validity among the constructs. On the other hand, measurement and structural models were
evaluated with the help of SmartPLS4 to assess the hypothesized links between the constructs as pro-
posed by Henseler et al. (2015). Numerous academics SmartPLS4 were used to test hypotheses and find
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causal relationships (Hartanto et al., 2021; Mansoor & Noor, 2019). The authors of this study used
SmartPLS4 for two reasons: first, it is a better exploratory method for this study (Henseler et al., 2009).
Second, it has become increasingly popular in business research and other scientific domains (Sarstedt
& Cheah, 2019).

Results

According to the characteristics of the respondents, 39.9% of the sampled respondents were women,
while 60.1% were males. Most respondents, representing 38.9% of the total, were between 30 and 39.
This was observed in terms of the age groups. Alternatively, 26.8% of those who participated in the
survey were in the 40 to 49 age range. On the other hand, just 12.4% of respondents were older than
50, and 21.9% were between 18 and 29. In terms of marital status, the study sample comprised both
married and single respondents, with married respondents accounting for 72.7% of the total and single
respondents making up only 27.3% of the sample. Based on their educational backgrounds, most research
participants, which accounted for 60.3% of all respondents, held bachelor’s degrees. As seen in Table 1,
the next biggest category comprised 25% of individuals with a master’s degree, 8% of respondents who
graduated from secondary school, and 6.7% of respondents who held just a diploma certificate.

Assessment of the measurement model

Using SmartPLS4, a confirmatory factor analysis was performed to check the psychometric properties of
the instruments. To assess the reliability of the questions across all constructs, the ‘composite reliability
(CR)" and ‘Cronbach’s a’ values were gathered. Table 2 presents all the reflecting measures based on
Cronbach’s a and composite reliability (CR) values larger than 0.70. Additionally, the findings demon-
strated that factor loadings greater than 0.70 were present in every item employed in the variable eval-
uation. Likewise, the ‘average variance extracted (AVE)' of latent variables was more than 0.50 for all the
research variables, as shown in Table 2 and Figure 1.

The authors used the Fornel-Larcker criteria to assess the research’s discriminant validity. Each
inter-construct correlation is compared to the AVE root square. For a concept to pass the discriminant
validity test of the model, its AVE must be greater than its squared correlation with any other construct
(Fornell & Larcker, 1981). Table 3 illustrates why the discriminant reality is preferred in this study since
no cross-loadings surpass the corresponding loadings and the Fornel-Larcker requirements are met.

Researchers also asserted that, while using SmartPLS4, the Heterotrait-Monotrait (HTMT) ratio is the
most trustworthy measure of discriminating validity (Henseler et al., 2015). All the numbers for the whole
model in this study were less than 0.9, as seen in Table 4, as the HTMT ratio should be less than 0.9.

Table 1. The respondents’ demographic characteristics
(N=388).This table presents the demographic characteristics of
the respondents, including gender, age, marital status, and
education level.

Characteristics Frequency Percent
Gender
Male 233 60.1
Female 155 39.9
Age (in years)
8-29 85.0 219
30-39 151 38.9
40-49 104 26.8
50+ 48.0 124
Marital status
Single 106 273
Married 282 72.7
Education
Secondary 31.0 8.0
Diploma 26.0 6.7
Bachelor 234 60.3
Master’s and above 97.0 25.0

Source: Process done by the author from SPSS20.
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Table 2. Factor loadings, reliability, and validity.This table presents the factor loadings, composite reliability (CR), aver-
age variance extracted (AVE), and Cronbach’s alpha (a) for the constructs measured in the study.

Constructs Factor loadings CR AVE Cronbach’s a
Citizen participation in politics
CP1 0.960 0.955 0.842 0.937
CP2 0.874
CP3 0.880
CP4 0.953
Perceptions of corruption
PC1 0.808 0.865 0.763 0.706
PC2 0.935
Experience of corruption
EC1 0.904 0.880 0.711 0.798
EC2 0.797
EC3 0.825

CR: composite reliability; AVE: average variance extracted.

Figure 1. Measurement model.

Table 3. Inter-construct correlation (Fornell-Larcker crite-
rion).This table shows the inter-construct correlations
using the Fornell-Larcker Criterion for the constructs citi-
zen participation in politics (CP), experience of corruption
(EC), and perceptions of corruption (PC).

Construct CcP EC PC
CcP 0.917

EC 0.642 0.843

PC —-0.333 -0.173 0.87

Bold refers to the AVE square root.

Table 4. Heterotrait-Monotrait Ratio (HTMT).This table
presents the Heterotrait-Monotrait Ratio (HTMT) for the
constructs of citizen participation in politics (CP), experi-
ence of corruption (EC), and perceptions of corruption

(PQ).

Construct CcpP EC PC
CcpP

EC 0.823

PC 0.793 0.717

Source: process done by the author from PLS-SEM.

Assessment of the structural model

The Bootstrapping method was applied to analyze the structural pathways, and 5,000 sub-samples were
used in the study to evaluate the hypothesized links. Several statistical measures, including the
B-coefficient, the t-value, and the p-value, were considered to verify the hypothesised relationships. The
total fitness of the model was determined by employing the coefficient of determination R*> used
throughout the process.
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Figure 2. Structural model.

Table 5. Hypothesis testing results.This table presents the results of hypothesis testing for the relationships between
perceptions of corruption (PC), experience of corruption (EC), and citizen participation in Politics (CP).

Hypotheses Relationship Beta (B) STDEV t-value P values Findings
H PC-> CP -0.229 0.038 6.027 0.000 Supported.
1
H EC-> CP 0.602 0.039 15.292 0.000 Not supported.

2

Source: process done by the author from PLS-SEM.

As can be seen in Figure 2, the R”. The study’s independent variables, which included the respondents’
perceptions of the corruption of public officials and their personal experiences of corruption in the form
of demands for bribes from civil servants, contributed to a change of 46.3% in the general citizens' par-
ticipation in political actions. The findings of the study’s path hypotheses are shown in Table 5. Overall,
citizen participation in political actions is negatively and significantly related to citizens’ perceptions of
corruption among public officials (8 =-0.229, p =0.000), according to the study’s findings. Meanwhile,
citizens' participation in political actions is positively and significantly related to their own experiences
with corruption in the form of receiving a demand for a bribe from civil servants (8 =0.602, p =0.000).

Discussion

Even though widespread corruption is widely understood to be the source of public dissatisfaction and
the erosion of trust in the government, the question remains: Does it encourage or discourage citizens
from participating in political actions? The current study aimed to answer this question by utilizing
empirical data collected from residents of Mogadishu, Somalia, to understand how corruption influences
citizen participation in politics. Specifically, the authors investigated whether citizens would be more
willing to attend open forums, such as town hall meetings, city council meetings, political meetings,
presidential elections, and other such events. Within a specific conceptualization of political corruption,
our theoretical analysis and empirical investigation into the relationships between corruption and politi-
cal participation suggest that citizens who are either strongly perceived or experienced in political cor-
ruption are not allowed to participate in political activity. More specifically to our fundamental assumption,
the study hypothesized that indicators of corruption, including perceived and experienced corruption,
hurt political engagement, which may produce unfavorable results.

Our first hypothesis regarding the relation between public perception of corruption and citizen par-
ticipation in politics is supported by the outcomes of this study, which provide some exciting findings.
Furthermore, the study’s findings indicate a statistically significant negative association between citizens’
perception of corruption and their level of participation in political processes. As a result, this implies
that the chance of citizens engaging in political involvement reduces proportionally to the degree to
which they perceive corruption as pervasive within the political system (Kostadinova, 2012). For the same
reason, citizens’ perceptions of corruption lead them to be unsatisfied with the efficiency of the public
sector, which in turn influences their credibility in the government (Peerthum & Luckho, 2021). Similarly,
Melgar et al. (2010) contended that high perceived corruption may negatively affect society more than
corruption itself. Increased perceptions of corruption might lead to ‘a culture of distrust’ in government
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institutions. The empirical result of this study is consistent with the earlier studies (De Vries & Solaz, 2017;
McAllister, 2014; Sundstrom & Stockemer, 2015; Xezonakis et al., 2016), which concluded that the percep-
tion of corruption causes citizens to abstain from participation in political actions. To determine the
causal relationship between political corruption and voter turnout, Carreras and Vera (2018) employed
the AmericasBarometer study in Colombia. They discovered that the possibility of voting lowers when
one is confident about the dishonest actions of candidates for public office. Corruption perception, polit-
ical participation, and life satisfaction were evaluated using survey and experimental data (Zheng et al,,
2017). They concluded that corruption perception has a negative connection with political participation,
but life contentment weakens this link. This means that individuals are less inclined to participate in
political activities if they perceive their government is dishonest and committed to corruption.

This study finds some surprising data concerning the association between citizen participation in
political actions and the experience of corruption. A positive correlation was observed between the
experience of corruption and citizen participation in political activities, which led to the conclusion that
the findings of the empirical analysis of the current study did not support our second hypothesis of the
study. This result can be interpreted in the light of Neshkova and Kalesnikaite (2019), which used data
from the AmericasBarometer survey on Latin American emerging democracies, showing that citizens’
propensity to participate in political activities is positively linked to their experience of corruption. This
finding is consistent with the study (Skolnik, 2020), which concluded that experiencing corruption as a
citizen leads to increased participation in political institutions. Several theoretical considerations sup-
ported the assumption that the experience of corruption motivates political engagement. For example,
De Vries and Solaz (2017) argue that voters who have been the victims of corruption in the past are
more likely to participate in the electoral process to punish corrupt politicians and hold them account-
able for their embezzlement. Machado et al. (2011) Maintained that personal experience with corruption
as motivation is positively and significantly related to participation in protests against government com-
plaints and policies. However, the most interesting argument is suggested by Rundquist et al. (1977),
who argued that voters who have previously experienced corruption might prefer a corrupt candidate
who takes their views and reflects their policies over a pure candidate who does not. In South Africa,
where political corruption is prevalent, a survey experiment studied how voters react to corruption
charges against candidates. The findings revealed that when voters receive a promise of jobs in exchange
for their votes, they tend to be more lenient toward dishonest leaders (Bottkjeer & Justesen, 2021).
Similarly, A Brazilian study of why residents vote for corrupt leaders revealed that high-income voters
value competence more than corruption (Winters & Weitz-Shapiro, 2013). This means voters may be will-
ing to overlook corruption if they receive representational benefits.

Conclusions and the implications for public policy

In the context of Somalia, this study aims to explore the relevance of the relationship between corrup-
tion and political participation in Somalia. Not only does the purpose of this study consist of evaluating
how corruption influences the number of people who vote in elections, but it also investigates the
impact that corruption has on various forms of political involvement, such as standardized and
non-institutionalized forms of political engagement. The SmartPLS4 model used for the study distin-
guished the respondents’ experiences with corruption — which manifested as being asked for a bribe by
civil servants — and their perceptions of corruption among public officials.

Based on our research findings, the study discovered that respondents’ perceptions of corruption
among public officials are strongly and negatively related to their level of political participation. According
to the negative link between corruption perception and political participation, people who believe cor-
ruption is widespread are less likely to participate in formal political processes like voting and public
forums. This demonstrates how widespread corruption may undermine public participation and trust in
the government, harming democracy.

On the other hand, the respondents’ report of having experienced corruption has a positive and sta-
tistically significant correlation with their involvement in political processes. This demonstrates that those
who have personally experienced corruption may be inspired to engage in political processes more
actively. This may be due to a desire to bring about systemic change, hold dishonest politicians
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accountable, or pursue representation that better serves their interests, even if it means engaging in
unethical behaviors.

The present study provides insights into the practical implications. To ensure that the government of
Somalia meets the expectations of high citizen involvement and trust in democratic processes, it must
emphasize the following themes. First, Anti-Corruption Measures: The government should strengthen
anti-corruption laws and enforcement. Reducing corruption can boost political involvement and govern-
ment trust. Second, Public Education: Since corruption is detrimental to democratic processes, public edu-
cation must be implemented to combat it. Education initiatives may demonstrate how citizen engagement
can be revolutionary. Third, Strengthening the Civil Society: Strengthening the Civil Society is crucial for
maintaining transparency and accountability in government. Supporting civil society organizations that
monitor government activities and expose corruption is essential. These organizations are vital in raising
awareness of issues and holding those in power accountable for their actions. Fourth, Responsive Governance:
Promoting a more responsive approach to governance that aligns with public needs can facilitate restoring
public trust in the system. This entails regular interactions with members of the public and government
representatives in settings that encourage open communication and input. Finally, Improving Mechanisms
of Participation: Adding polling stations, expediting the voting process, and using technology can promote
political engagement, especially among individuals who have lost trust in politics due to corruption.

Limitations and future research initiatives

Several limitations, including the following, are present in this study: First, before doing this empirical
study, the authors relied solely on citizens in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia, to perform an empirical
investigation. Because of this, it is limited by geography. Further studies on Somalia’s rural areas and
other cities might be conducted to gain a deeper understanding of political participation in the country.
Second, a few research parameters in this study may affect political participation. Perhaps in the future,
researchers will include more pertinent parameters, such as demographic factors (e.g. age, gender, mar-
ital status, education, etc.), economic factors (family income), and some social factors (regional affiliation)
that may affect political participation. Third, the current study relied solely on the quantitative research
method. Still, in the future, researchers may apply a mixed-method approach to find other factors that
stimulate political participation. Finally, the study’s small sample size limits its generalisability. Due to
cost and time constraints, only 388 respondents participated in the survey. Future research should raise
response rates to represent Somalia’s diverse demographics better.

Acknowledgments

The study’s authors thank SIMAD University in Somalia, which generously supported this study, and the Centre for
Research and Development Ethics Committee Board, which ethically approved the research in this manuscript.

Ethical approval

The second author read the form’s contents to ensure that participants understood essential details like their volun-
tary involvement, their right to refuse to answer any specific question, and their ability to leave at any time. The
Centre for Research and Development Ethics Committee approved the study with approval number EC000117.

Author contribution statement

Mohamed Yusuf Ahmed contributed to the conceptualization, methodology, writing of the original draft, and formal
analysis. Abdulkadir Mohamed Abdullahi was responsible for data curation, review writing, and editing. Hassan Abdikadir
Hussein also participated in writing and editing the review. All authors have read and approved the final manuscript.

Consent for publication

No personal details — such as names or photos — are included in this article, requiring publication permission.



12 . M.Y. AHMED ET AL.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).

Funding

This research was supported by the SIMAD University. The funding provided was used for data collection and anal-
ysis. The grant number associated with this funding is SU-PG-2024-0090.

About the authors

Mohamed Yusuf Ahmed is a senior lecturer and researcher at SIMAD University who is dedicated to both theoretical
and practical research. His focus is on studying effective strategies, policies, and practices that promote peaceful and
inclusive societies, effective governance, democratic institutions, and sustainable development goals. Mohamed
holds a master’'s degree in Peace, Governance, and Development from the University for Peace (UPEACE) Africa
Programme, and a master’s degree in applied mathematics from Kazan Federal University. His studies in Peace,
Governance, and Development covered a wide range of topics, including transformational leadership, African politi-
cal and economic governance, conflict management, mediation and negotiation, gender, peace and human security,
human rights, justice and peace, environmental security and governance, and post-conflict rebuilding and develop-
ment. He has also studied mathematical tools and chart interpretation, focusing on statistics and probability.

Abdulkadir Mohamed Abdullahi is a dedicated, diligent researcher and SDG expert who is passionate about creating
a more sustainable and equitable world. With a solid educational background and extensive experience in the field,
he has been actively involved in driving sustainable development initiatives across various sectors. Abdukadir earned
a master’s degree in Sustainable Development Practice from Science University of Malaysia. During his academic
journey, he focused on interdisciplinary studies, integrating environmental science, social equity, and economic
development to understand the complexities of sustainable development challenges. Abdukadir has served as a
Sustainable Development Practitioner in several organizations and projects. He is the founder and executive director
of Samale Institute. He has collaborated with governmental agencies, NGOs, and private sector entities to develop
and implement sustainable development programs. His work has spanned across diverse areas, including environ-
mental conservation, poverty reduction, community empowerment, and education for sustainable development.

Hassan Abdikadir Hussein is a researcher and senior lecturer at Garaad Institute and SIMAD University. He holds a
bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in finance from SIMAD University and International Islamic University
Malaysia, respectively. His research interests are focused on bank performance, finance, international economics,
peace, and the environment. He published many papers in relation to these areas in high-impact peer-reviewed
journals, such as Environmental Research Communications, International Journal of Sustainable Development &
Planning, International Journal of Energy Economics and Policy, and Asian Economic and Financial Review. Hassan
has also worked as a senior researcher and research assistant in different institutions, including the Department of
Finance at the International Islamic University Malaysia.

ORCID

Mohamed Yusuf Ahmed http://orcid.org/0009-0004-5559-1423
Abdulkadir Mohamed Abdullahi http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3076-498X

Data availability statement

The data are kept on the computer belonging to the corresponding author and will be made available upon rea-
sonable request.

References

Abdigani, A. (2023, June 22). Auditor general’s report uncovers extensive financial mismanagement in Somali Government
Institutions — Somali National News Agency. Somali National News Agency. https://sonna.so/en/auditor-generals-
report-uncovers-extensive-financial-mismanagement-in-somali-government-institutions/

Ahmed, M. Y. Gele, A. A, Hussein, H. A, & Abdullahi, A. M. (2023). Exploring the determinants of public trust in
government in Somalia: An empirical analysis. International Journal of Sustainable Development and Planning,
18(11), 3389-3399. https://doi.org/10.18280/ijsdp.181105


http://orcid.org/0009-0004-5559-1423
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3076-498X
https://sonna.so/en/auditor-generals-report-uncovers-extensive-financial-mismanagement-in-somali-government-institutions/
https://sonna.so/en/auditor-generals-report-uncovers-extensive-financial-mismanagement-in-somali-government-institutions/
https://doi.org/10.18280/ijsdp.181105

COGENT SOCIAL SCIENCES ’ 13

Ardanaz, M., Otalvaro-Ramirez, S. & Scartascini, C. (2023). Does information about citizen participation initiatives
increase political trust? World Development, 162, 106132. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2022.106132

Avis, E., Ferraz, C, Finan, F,, Acemoglu, D., Coate, S., Hermle, J,, Litschig, S., Novosad, P, Straub, S., & Persson, T. (2018).
Do government audits reduce corruption? Estimating the impacts of exposing corrupt politicians. Journal of
Political Economy, 126(5), 1912-1964. https://doi.org/10.1086/699209

Bentzen, J. S. (2012). How bad is corruption? Cross-country evidence of the impact of corruption on economic pros-
perity. Review of Development Economics, 16(1), 167-184. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9361.2011.00653.x

Birch, S. (2010). Perceptions of electoral fairness and voter turnout. Comparative Political Studies, 43(12), 1601-1622.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414010374021

Bobonis, G. J., Fuertes, L. R. C., & Schwabe, R. (2016). Monitoring corruptible politicians. American Economic Review,
106(8), 2371-2405. https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.20130874

Battkjeer, L., & Justesen, M. K. (2021). Why do voters support corrupt politicians? Experimental evidence from South
Africa. The Journal of Politics, 83(2), 788-793. https://doi.org/10.1086/710146

Brandt, U. S., & Svendsen, G. T. (2013). Why does bureaucratic corruption occur in the EU? A principal-supervisor-
agent model. Public Choice, 157(3-4), 585-599. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11127-013-0095-5

Caillier, J. (2010). Citizen trust, political corruption, and voting behavior: Connecting the dots. Politics & Policy, 38(5),
1015-1035.

Carreras, M., & Vera, S. (2018). Do corrupt politicians mobilize or demobilize voters? A vignette experiment in
Colombia. Latin American Politics and Society, 60(3), 77-95. https://doi.org/10.2307/26779113

Chang, E. C. C,, & Chu, Y. (2006). Corruption and trust: Exceptionalism in Asian democracies? The Journal of Politics,
68(2), 259-271. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2508.2006.00404.x

Chéne, M. (2012). Overview of corruption and anti-corruption in SomaliaU4 Anti-Corruption Resource Centre, 1-8.
www.U4.no

Clausen, B., Kraay, A., & Nyiri, Z. (2011). Corruption and confidence in public institutions: Evidence from a global
survey. The World Bank Economic Review, 25(2), 212-249. https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/Ihr018

Comrey, A. L, & Lee, H. B. (2013). A first course in factor analysis. Psychology Press.

Costas-Pérez, E., Solé-Ollé, A., & Sorribas-Navarro, P. (2012). Corruption scandals, voter information, and accountabili-
ty. European Journal of Political Economy, 28(4), 469-484. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejpoleco.2012.05.007

Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, J. D. (2017). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches. Sage
Publications.

Dahlberg, S., & Solevid, M. (2016). Does corruption suppress voter turnout?*. Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and
Parties, 26(4), 489-510. https://doi.org/10.1080/17457289.2016.1223677

De Vries, C. E., & Solaz, H. (2017). The electoral consequences of corruption. Annual Review of Political Science, 20(1),
391-408. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-052715

Dietmar, B., & David, H. G. (2003). Principal-agent theory and research policy: An introduction. Science and Public
Policy, 30(5), 302-308.

Elbahnasawy, N. G. & Revier, C. F. (2012). The determinants of corruption: Cross-country-panel-data analysis. The
Developing Economies, 50(4), 311-333. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1746-1049.2012.00177.x

Fennema, M., & Tillie, J. (1999). Political participation and political trust in Amsterdam: Civic communities and ethnic
networks. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 25(4), 703-726. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.1999.9976711

Fornell, C,, & Larcker, D. F. (1981). Evaluating structural equation models with unobservable variables and measure-
ment error. Journal of Marketing Research, 18(1), 39-50. https://doi.org/10.1177/002224378101800313

Gillanders, R., & Neselevska, O. (2018). Public sector corruption and trust in the private sector. Journal of International
Development, 30(8), 1288-1317. https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.3306

Giommoni, T. (2021). Exposure to corruption and political participation: Evidence from Italian municipalities. European
Journal of Political Economy, 68, 102000. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejpoleco.2021.102000

Groenendijk, N. (1997). A principal-agent model of corruption Introduction: Neo-institutional economics and corrup-
tion. Law & Social Change, 27, 207-229.

Hartanto, D., Dalle, J.,, Akrim, A., & Anisah, H. U. (2021). Perceived effectiveness of e-governance as an underlying
mechanism between good governance and public trust: A case of Indonesia. Digital Policy, Regulation and
Governance, 23(6), 598-616. https://doi.org/10.1108/DPRG-03-2021-0046

Henseler, J,, Ringle, C. M., & Sarstedt, M. (2015). A new criterion for assessing discriminant validity in variance-based
structural equation modeling. Journal of the Academy of Marketing Science, 43(1), 115-135. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s11747-014-0403-8

Henseler, J., Ringle, C. M., & Sinkovics, R. R. (2009). The use of partial least squares path modeling in international
marketing. Advances in International Marketing, 20, 277-319. https://doi.org/10.1108/51474-7979(2009)0000020014

Holum, M. (2023). Citizen participation: Linking government efforts, actual participation, and trust in local politicians.
International Journal of Public Administration, 46(13), 915-925. https://doi.org/10.1080/01900692.2022.2048667

Hooghe, M., & Marien, S. (2013). A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE RELATION BETWEEN POLITICAL TRUST AND FORMS OF
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN EUROPE. European Societies, 15(1), 131-152. https://doi.org/10.1080/14616696.2012.692807

Hu, R, Sun, . Y, & Wy, Y. (2015). Chinese trust in the police: The impact of political efficacy and participation. Social
Science Quarterly, 96(4), 1012-1026. https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.12196


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2022.106132
https://doi.org/10.1086/699209
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9361.2011.00653.x
https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414010374021
https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.20130874
https://doi.org/10.1086/710146
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11127-013-0095-5
https://doi.org/10.2307/26779113
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2508.2006.00404.x
http://www.U4.no
https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/lhr018
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejpoleco.2012.05.007
https://doi.org/10.1080/17457289.2016.1223677
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-052715
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1746-1049.2012.00177.x
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.1999.9976711
https://doi.org/10.1177/002224378101800313
https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.3306
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejpoleco.2021.102000
https://doi.org/10.1108/DPRG-03-2021-0046
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11747-014-0403-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11747-014-0403-8
https://doi.org/10.1108/S1474-7979(2009)0000020014
https://doi.org/10.1080/01900692.2022.2048667
https://doi.org/10.1080/14616696.2012.692807
https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.12196

14 M.Y. AHMED ET AL.

Jha, C. K. (2023). Condoning corruption: Who votes for corrupt political parties? Journal of Economic Behavior &
Organization, 215, 74-88. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jebo.2023.08.026

Justesen, M. K., & Bjarnskov, C. (2014). Exploiting the poor: Bureaucratic corruption and poverty in Africa. World
Development, 58, 106-115. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2014.01.002

Khan, A., & Krishnan, S. (2019). Conceptualizing the impact of corruption in national institutions and national stake-
holder service systems on e-government maturity. International Journal of Information Management, 46, 23-36.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2018.11.014

Kostadinova, T. (2009). Abstain or rebel: Corruption perceptions and voting in East European elections. Politics &
Policy, 37(4), 691-714. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1747-1346.2009.00194.x

Kostadinova, T. (2012). Political corruption in Eastern Europe: Politics after communism, 303. Lynne Rienner Publishers.

Kostadinova, T., & Kmetty, Z. (2019). Corruption and political participation in Hungary: Testing models of civic en-
gagement. East European Politics and Societies: And Cultures, 33(3), 555-578. https://doi.org/10.1177/
0888325418800556

Lee, L., Petter, S., Fayard, D., & Robinson, S. (2011). On the use of partial least squares path modeling in accounting
research. International Journal of Accounting Information Systems, 12(4), 305-328. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.accinf.
2011.05.002

Lee, Y., & Schachter, H. L. (2019). Exploring the relationship between trust in government and citizen participation.
International Journal of Public Administration, 42(5), 405-416. https://doi.org/10.1080/01900692.2018.1465956

Liu, J., Hu, M., Zhang, H., & Carrick, J. (2019). Corruption and entrepreneurship in emerging markets. Emerging Markets
Finance and Trade, 55(5), 1051-1068. https://doi.org/10.1080/1540496X.2018.1531242

Liu, C., & Mikesell, J. L. (2014). The impact of public officials’ corruption on the size and allocation of US. state
spending. Public Administration Review, 74(3), 346-359. https://doi.org/10.1111/puar.12212

Machado, F., Scartascini, C, & Tommasi, M. (2011). Political institutions and street protests in Latin America. Journal
of Conflict Resolution, 55(3), 340-365. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002711400864

Mansoor, M., & Noor, U. (2019). Determinants of green purchase intentions: Positive word of mouth as moderator.
Journal of Business & Economics, 11(2), 143-160.

Marchini, P. L., Mazza, T., & Medioli, A. (2020). Corruption and sustainable development: The impact on income shift-
ing in European international groups. Corporate Social Responsibility and Environmental Management, 27(2), 717-
730. https://doi.org/10.1002/csr.1839

McAllister, 1. (2014). Corruption and confidence in Australian political institutions. Australian Journal of Political Science,
49(2), 174-185. https://doi.org/10.1080/10361146.2014.880401

Melgar, N., Rossi, M., & Smith, T. W. (2010). The perception of corruption. International Journal of Public Opinion
Research, 22(1), 120-131. https://doi.org/10.1093/ijpor/edp058

Menkhaus, K. (2017). Elections in the hardest places: The case of Somalia. Journal of Democracy, 28(4), 132-146.
https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2017.0073

Miller, G. J. (2005). The political evolution of principal-agent models. Annual Review of Political Science, 8(1), 203-225.
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.8.082103.104840

Mishra, S. S., & Abdullahi, M. M. (2020). Citizens’ satisfaction with government in a highly corrupt public life: Role of
trust in democracy and civil society participation in Somalia. Journal of Asian and African Studies, 55(5), 762-779.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0021909619900193

Mocan, N. (2008). What determines corruption? International evidence from microdata. Economic Inquiry, 46(4), 493—
510. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1465-7295.2007.00107.x

Morris, S. D. (2008). Disaggregating corruption: A comparison of participation and perceptions in Latin America with
a focus on Mexico 1. Bulletin of Latin American Research, 27(3), 388-409. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.
1470-9856.2008.00276.x

Morris, S. D., & Klesner, J. L. (2010). Corruption and trust: Theoretical considerations and evidence from Mexico.
Comparative Political Studies, 43(10), 1258-1285. https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414010369072

Neshkova, M. I, & Kalesnikaite, V. (2019). Corruption and citizen participation in local government: Evidence from
Latin America. Governance, 32(4), 677-693. https://doi.org/10.1111/gove.12401

Peerthum, S., & Luckho, T. (2021). Exploring the linkage between public corruption and political trust in Mauritius: A
PLS-SEM approach. Public Organization Review, 21(2), 317-335. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11115-020-00491-4

Pozsgai Alvarez, J. (2015). Low-level corruption tolerance: An “Action-Based” approach for Peru and Latin America.
Journal of Politics in Latin America, 7(2), 99-129.

Ronan, K. (2017). Somalia: Overview of corruption and anti-corruption, 1-38. Collaboration Between U4 and
Transparency.

Rundquist, B. S., Strom, G. S., & Peters, J. G. (1977). Corrupt politicians and their electoral support: Some experimen-
tal observations. American Political Science Review, 71(3), 954-963. https://doi.org/10.2307/1960100

Salahuddin, M., Vink, N., Ralph, N., & Gow, J. (2020). Globalisation, poverty and corruption: Retarding progress in
South Africa. Development Southern Africa, 37(4), 617-643. https://doi.org/10.1080/0376835X.2019.1678460

Saleh, A., & Bista, K. (2017). Examining factors impacting online survey response rates in educational research:
Perceptions of graduate students. Online Submission, 13(2), 63-74.

Sarstedt, M., & Cheah, J. H. (2019). Partial least squares structural equation modeling using SmartPLS: A software
review. Journal of Marketing Analytics, 7(3), 196-202. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41270-019-00058-3


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jebo.2023.08.026
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2014.01.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2018.11.014
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1747-1346.2009.00194.x
https://doi.org/10.1177/0888325418800556
https://doi.org/10.1177/0888325418800556
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.accinf.2011.05.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.accinf.2011.05.002
https://doi.org/10.1080/01900692.2018.1465956
https://doi.org/10.1080/1540496X.2018.1531242
https://doi.org/10.1111/puar.12212
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002711400864
https://doi.org/10.1002/csr.1839
https://doi.org/10.1080/10361146.2014.880401
https://doi.org/10.1093/ijpor/edp058
https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2017.0073
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.8.082103.104840
https://doi.org/10.1177/0021909619900193
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1465-7295.2007.00107.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1470-9856.2008.00276.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1470-9856.2008.00276.x
https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414010369072
https://doi.org/10.1111/gove.12401
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11115-020-00491-4
https://doi.org/10.2307/1960100
https://doi.org/10.1080/0376835X.2019.1678460
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41270-019-00058-3

COGENT SOCIAL SCIENCES ’ 15

Seligson, M. A. (2006). The measurement and impact of corruption victimization: Survey evidence from Latin America.
World Development, 34(2), 381-404. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2005.03.012

Shim, J., & Park, J. H. (2016). Public participation and trust in government: The case of the Korean Financial Regulatory
Agency. Public Performance & Management Review, 40(1), 1-22. https://doi.org/10.1080/15309576.2016.1177554

Siebers, V., Gradus, R., & Grotens, R. (2019). Citizen engagement and trust: A study among citizen panel members in
three Dutch municipalities. The Social Science Journal, 56(4), 545-554. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.50scij.2018.09.010

Simpser, A. (2013). Why governments and parties manipulate elections: theory, practice, and implications. Cambridge
University Press.

Skolnik, M. (2020). The effects of corruption on various forms of political participation in Colombia. Latin American
Policy, 11(1), 88-102. https://doi.org/10.1111/lamp.12180

Solt, F. (2008). Economic inequality and democratic political engagement. American Journal of Political Science, 52(1),
48-60. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2007.00298 .x

Srivastava, S. C, Teo, T. S. H.,, & Devaraj, S. (2016). You can't bribe a computer. Source: MIS Quarterly, 40(2), 511-526.
https://doi.org/10.2307/26628920

Stockemer, D. (2013). Corruption and turnout in presidential elections: A macro-level quantitative analysis. Politics &
Policy, 41(2), 189-212. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1747-1346.2009.00194.x/abstract

Stockemer, D., LaMontagne, B., & Scruggs, L. (2013). Bribes and ballots: The impact of corruption on voter turnout in
democracies. International Political Science Review, 34(1), 74-90. https://doi.org/10.1177/0192512111419824

Sun, 1., Hu, R, & Wu, Y. (2012). Social capital, political participation, and trust in the police in urban China. Australian
and New Zealand Journal of Criminology, 45(1), 87-105. https://doi.org/10.1177/0004865811431329

Sundstrdm, A., & Stockemer, D. (2015). Regional variation in voter turnout in Europe: The impact of corruption per-
ceptions. Electoral Studies, 40, 158-169. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2015.08.006

Svolik, M. W. (2013). Learning to love democracy: Electoral accountability and the success of democracy. Source:
American Journal of Political Science, 57(3), 685-702.

Tambe, E. B., & Monyake, M. (2023). The impact of corruption and clientelism on voter turnout in Africa. Crime, Law
and Social Change, 80(3), 329-352. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10611-023-10092-z

Wilkinson, C., Briggs, J., Salt, K., Vines, J., & Flynn, E. (2019). In participatory budgeting we trust? Fairness, tactics and
(in)accessibility in participatory governance. Local Government Studies, 45(6), 1001-1020. https://doi.org/10.1080/0
3003930.2019.1606798

Winters, M. S., Testa, P, & Fredrickson, M. M. (2012). Using field experiments to understand information as an antidote to
corruption. Research in Experimental Economics, 15(1), 213-246. https://doi.org/10.1108/50193-2306(2012)0000015010

Winters, M. S., & Weitz-Shapiro, R. (2013). Lacking information or condoning corruption: When do voters support
corrupt politicians? Compatrative Politics, 45(4), 418-436. https://doi.org/10.5129/001041513806933583

Xezonakis, G., Kosmidis, S., & Dahlberg, S. (2016). Can electors combat corruption? Institutional arrangements and
citizen behaviour. European Journal of Political Research, 55(1), 160-176. https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6765.12114

Zhang, W. (1998). A principal-agent theory of the public economy and its applications to China. Economics of
Planning, 31(2/3), 231-251. https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1003564611629

Zheng, Y. (2016). The impact of E-participation on corruption: A cross-country analysis. International Review of Public
Administration, 21(2), 91-103. https://doi.org/10.1080/12294659.2016.1186457

Zheng, W.-W.,, Liu, L., Huang, Z-W., & Tan, X.-Y. (2017). Life satisfaction as a buffer of the relationship between cor-
ruption perception and political participation. Source: Social Indicators Research, 132(2), 907-923. https://doi.
org/10.2307/48715787


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2005.03.012
https://doi.org/10.1080/15309576.2016.1177554
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.soscij.2018.09.010
https://doi.org/10.1111/lamp.12180
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2007.00298.x
https://doi.org/10.2307/26628920
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1747-1346.2009.00194.x/abstract
https://doi.org/10.1177/0192512111419824
https://doi.org/10.1177/0004865811431329
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2015.08.006
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10611-023-10092-z
https://doi.org/10.1080/03003930.2019.1606798
https://doi.org/10.1080/03003930.2019.1606798
https://doi.org/10.1108/S0193-2306(2012)0000015010
https://doi.org/10.5129/001041513806933583
https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6765.12114
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1003564611629
https://doi.org/10.1080/12294659.2016.1186457
https://doi.org/10.2307/48715787
https://doi.org/10.2307/48715787

	The dual impact of corruption: how perceptions and experiences shape political participation in Somalia  an empirical study
	ABSTRACT
	Introduction
	Literature review and hypothesis
	Corruption
	Political participation
	Theoretical background
	Relationship between corruption and political participation

	Methodology
	Data
	Measurements of variables
	Analytical method

	Results
	Assessment of the measurement model
	Assessment of the structural model
	Discussion
	Conclusions and the implications for public policy
	Limitations and future research initiatives
	Acknowledgments
	Ethical approval
	Author contribution statement
	Consent for publication
	Disclosure statement
	Funding
	About the authors
	ORCID
	Data availability statement
	References


